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Coming Events
	Thursday, 4th March
	Regional Swimming Carnival-Dapto Pool

	Friday, 5th March
	Robertson Show

	Tuesday, 16th March
	Environmental Education Day- Lake Alexandria Reserve

	Wednesday, 24th March
	Navy ship excursion

Garden Island

	Thursday, 25th March
	Cross-Country Carnival-Berrima P.S.


Regional Swimming Carnival

This Thursday, Harry, Aidan, Madisson and Kathryn will be competing at the Regional Swimming Carnival at Dapto. We wish them the very best of luck and congratulations for qualifying for  this level of competition.
New Library Update
Our library is ready for the move. The contractors handed over the keys last Friday. Today we are moving boxes of books with the help of some high school students from the Highlands School. They are also here to re-site the chicken coup. I would like to thank Steve Dunn for organising the assistance and transporting of shelving. Our library has minimal shelving. We are getting our old shelving re powder coated and in 3 months the department will provide additional shelves. We can operate with the shelving we have organised but some books will remain in boxes. The new library had enough shelving to accommodate 700 books. Mrs Dunn has had an extensive cull of our old books and Kangaloon’s collection is now down to 7000. 
Headlice

Please keep checking your child’s head for headlice to prevent another outbreak. The weather has cooled down but they are resilient little creatures.

Robertson Show

We have completed our story writing, handwriting, colouring in competitions and our vegetable sculptures. I will deliver our entries this afternoon. I would particularly like to thank Mrs Miller and Mrs Dunn for our children’s craft entries. The infants class has made beautiful individual wall hangings and the primary class have made a combined wall hanging of photographs of our lovely school. They have been printed on canvas. Mrs Dunn sewed the photos together. Both craft displays are truly unique. There is also a whole school wall hanging where each child is represented. Our students and teachers are very talented. Be sure look for these displays in the pavilion. Our school riding team is also competing on Friday. We wish Charlize, Madisson, Charlie and  Mia the very best of luck! Thank you Jackie Van Montfrans for co-ordinating and training the team.
If you are transporting your child we will meet at grandstand by the oval at 10am. We will be returning to school at 2.30pm.
All children are to wear full school uniform and wear covered in shoes. If are taking your child home earlier, please let a staff member know. It is one of my favourite days of the year. Hope to see you there!
Newsletter Attachments
Attached to today’s newsletter are several notes. They are: 
*an information card on the new child restraint laws that came into effect from the 1st March

* the last P and C minutes

* information about our excursion to Garden Island

* a media permission note for the Environmental Education Day
* a text book note. 
Please read carefully and return all correspondence as soon as possible. Sorry to inundate you but it is a very busy time.

School Surveys

75% of families returned their surveys. This is an outstanding effort for such a small school. I have collated them and gathered valuable information. This information will be included in the Annual School Report. It will also guide our future direction in planning for information technology and help improve communication.

New P and C Executive

I would like to welcome David Wood as our new P and C president, Katinka Phillips as our treasurer and Sofie Jacovides and Emily Poulton as our joint secretaries. Thank you for taking on your roles. Your contribution to the running of our school is greatly appreciated.

Tennis Lessons

This week tennis lessons will be held on Thursday as we will be at the show on Friday. Could the children wear sports uniform and joggers on Thursday and bring their rackets?

NAPLAN Dates

NAPLAN is an acronym that stands for “National Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy”. All children in Australia, in both public and independent schools in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will sit the tests. It is imperative that we have full attendance as our school’s cohort is so small. The tests dates are:

11th May-Conventions of Language

12th May- Reading

13th May- Numeracy

These results and accompanying feedback  are analysed carefully. It helps us enormously to pinpoint the children’s progress and assist with future curriculum programming. More information will be sent home closer to the dates.

I hope this helps with your planning.
Education Week Change

Education week this year will be during week 3, Term 3. The date for this is the week beginning on 2nd August through to 6th August. We will have our performances of Kangaloon’s Got Talent” during that week at the hall. This will be accompanied by a morning tea as a fund raiser for the Cancer Council.

Moving Into The Digital Age
During the Christmas holidays I purchased a number of digital cameras. The primary class, under the watchful eye of Mrs Dunn, have been taking photos and learning how to download them. They will also move onto movie making and presentations. The infants class are using their Interactive Whiteboard and many programs will be introduced throughout the year. They will also have a go at photography.

The Connected Classroom will be installed in the primary class on 11th March. We are certainly moving into the age of easy accessible information. 

Dancing Lessons

Last Thursday Monique Bastin from Pointe Dynamic Arts took Years 2-6 for a free hip hop dance lesson. The children absolutely loved it. We are starting gymnastics again next term on Fridays but Monique has a time slot on Friday afternoons at 3.30pm. If you are interested in your child learning to dance, please contact her on her mobile on 0400 386 836. If she gets enough interest, she will begin a class at Kangaloon Hall. We can put the children who are attending on the Robertson bus. The cost is $99 a term.
Kind Regards,

Jan Meadows
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